
4th March 2011

Matthew Kempson

0116 305 6179

matthew.kempson@leics.gov.uk  


0116 305 7172
Dear Emma

Building Our Local Future: Leicester and Leicestershire Local Investment Plan

Below are some comments on the above document on behalf of the Leicestershire Rural Partnership. These comments have not been endorsed by the Management Board or Rural Strategy and Performance Group and so please consider these as officer comments.

1. Insufficient attention has been given to the investment required within Leicestershire's rural communities. We welcome the inclusion of the need to increase supply of affordable rural housing but to ensure the future sustainability of our rural communities the plan needs to address broader rural housing and economic needs.

2. Para 1.14 identifies how the LIP has considered key priorities within other existing strategies. It is considered that insufficient consideration has been given to the revised economic priorities contained in the Leicestershire Rural Strategy – available at http://www.oakleaves.org.uk/uploads/3549e8a89964392227181193.doc. These are currently being revised within the Leicestershire Rural Framework, 2011-14) – a summary of the priority outcome chapter are included in Appendix 1. 

3. Reference to funding in para 1.20 should include Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK). Opportunities to secure EU structural funding should include the Rural Development Programme for England, 2007-13 and its successor programme if developed.
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4. Within the delivery section (from para. 2.7) clear reference should be made to the role of Strategy and Performance Groups as commissioning delivery activity. This is clearly demonstrated within Chart 1.

5. Para. 3.25 correctly states that forecast increases in the older population will have significant implications on the provision of housing and support services. It should be noted that this forecast increase is greatest in rural areas. 

6. Despite the majority of housing being allocated within Sustainable Urban Extensions local authorities are allocating housing within other lower-order settlements. This is most clearly exemplified by Hinckley and Bosworth as part of the adopted LDF. These allocations will help ensure the future sustainability of these settlements. It is important that associated infrastructure investment is made to ensure the necessary services and economic opportunities are available. There is a real danger that the LIP will focus exclusively on those areas where the greatest numbers of homes will be developed and omit rural areas. We consider that this is briefly explored in 3.37 but needs to be significantly more developed.

7. It is considered that broadband connectivity should be included within the LIP as a priority theme and should be identified as critical “associated infrastructure” within para. 3.27. Broadband is a key sub-regional priority of the LEP. Mapping for Leicestershire has identified that 190,000 residents are at risk of not receiving market-led super-fast broadband. These are primarily in rural locations. This digital divide currently constrains the economic growth potential of rural businesses. Connectivity improvements will unlock this economic potential of rural business and encourage greater opportunity for home-working/development of home-based businesses. It will also facilitate education opportunities and increase. Public sector funding through Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) should be identified in para. 1.20. £530m has been allocated during the current parliament. A full costing of the required investment to provide connectivity in priority locations has not been calculated.

8. As part of the Improving Access to Green Spaces section (para. 3.37) reference should be made to the current County Council consultation on green spaces.

9. The place-based priorities, within Chapter 5, do not consider the challenges and opportunities facing rural communities. We welcome, however, inclusion of priorities for town centres. Such higher-order settlements provide essential services and employment opportunities for residents living in rural areas. The draft Leicestershire Rural Framework has identified the following economic priorities. See Appendix 1. Also see the summary rural chapter within the LEA. See http://www.lsr-online.org/reports/leicester_and_leicestershire_economic_assessment/download/1/Summary%20May%2020102.pdf.

10. It is unclear why non-SUE place-based priorities have been grouped within para. 5.25 (especially i and ii). Are these in any priority order? Rural regeneration priorities need to be included as point vii drawing on the Rural Framework.

11. In reference to para. 5.48 there are workspace needs within rural communities. The LRP has successfully delivered grant programmes over a number of years which have helped bring forward workspace within rural areas. Predominately involved the conversion of redundant buildings these have helped to provide office accommodation and workspace which has enabled businesses within rural areas to grow.

12. There is currently a continued emphasis on strategic employment sites and the omission of rural needs.

13. There is a need to identify that Table 3 contains outputs to 2020. Currently no date is identified.

14. By way of concluding comment it is fitting that Appendix 2, at the end of the document, emphasises the above comments. It is of great disappointment that none of the specific schemes have a rural focus – except affordable rural housing.
I hope that you find these comments useful in the further development of the LIP.
Yours sincerely

Matthew Kempson

Leicestershire County Council

0116 305 6179

matthew.kempson@leics.gov.uk
APPENDIX 1
Leicestershire Rural Framework – draft priority outcomes

1. 
Strong, safe and inclusive communities

1.1. Active, inclusive and empowered rural communities able to influence decisions and deliver their own priorities

1.2. Equality of opportunity for all rural residents, including those most vulnerable, and reduced isolation of older, disabled and young people

1.3. Safe and secure town centres and rural communities with reduced fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

1.4. Increased availability of affordable, well-designed and suitable rural housing for local residents in need within appropriate and sustainable locations 

2.
Thriving rural economies

2.1 Thriving market towns, rural centres, and rural clusters which act as economic and service hubs

2.2 Growth in rural priority sectors including land-based, food and drink, equestrian, visitor economy, retail and renewable energy. 

2.3 Increased vocational training and apprenticeships within rural priority sectors. 

2.4 High quality employment opportunities in rural areas. 

3. 
High quality and accessible services in rural areas

3.1 Excellent access to services within rural areas to meet the needs of local residents and ensure sustainable communities. 

3.2 Deployment of super-fast broadband connectivity across rural areas to support community, education and business needs.

3.3 Innovative and effective use of ICT technologies to ensure access to an increasing range of digital services (e.g. learning opportunities, banking, digital media)

3.4 Effective public and community transport provision including targeted and innovative travel solutions which meet specific needs

4. 
Countryside and the environment

4.1 An accessible, diverse and well-managed natural, built and historic environment which emphasises Leicestershire’s unique offer

4.2 Rural communities and businesses take responsibility for reducing their carbon footprint.  

4.3 Increased uptake of resource efficiency programmes which secure economic benefits and improve waste management
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