Communities Together – in action

Below are a couple of examples of recent projects that Communities Together has funded.  We hope that these show the diverse nature of the funding and what it can be used for. 

Building Shelters and Breaking Barriers: Higham on the Hill Primary and Merrydale Junior Schools’ Multicultural Team Building Day 

Twenty-five children from the Higham on the Hill Primary school in rural west  Leicestershire joined together with twenty-five children from the multicultural Merrydale Junior School in Leicester to take part in a community cohesion themed, shelter building day at the Beaumanor Hall outdoor activity centre in Charnwood. 

Relations between the two schools had been blossoming before the activity day, with letters and greetings cards being exchanged between the children over the last few months. So, when the children finally got the chance to meet their pen-friends, the results were really positive. 

The day started with the children splitting into small teams and building shelters to protect them from the sun. With the competition between the teams heating up through the day, the team-work and communication was flowing and after a while all the children were chatting and laughing as if they were from the same school. 

The activity day also gave staff the opportunity for staff from both schools to meet and exchange their experiences of teaching in the two very different areas. During this, future opportunities for joint working between the two schools were discussed and ideas for exchange visits and further outings in the near future were agreed on the foundation of the day’s success.

Countesthorpe Bowling Club – bridging the gap between the old and young through Bowls.

Countesthorpe Bowling Club wanted to forge links with local secondary schools to encourage young people to take up the game of bowls. They had contacted Countesthorpe College and their local school’s co-ordinator, who showed great enthusiasm for the  project and was happy to help to arrange evening sessions for boys and girls from local schools to learn and take part in the game. 

The bowling club, being a small organisation, needed funding to buy junior size bowling balls so that young people could participate; members of the club had agreed to give up their time in the evenings to teach younger people the rules of the game and how to play. They applied to for Communities Together funding to cover the cost of the bowling balls and were successful as we felt that this project is a great example of generations sharing and learning new skills.  

The project is to start in July 2010, with the view of running every summer thereafter, and we will be following up on the progress and hopeful success of the project.

