Leicestershire Rural Partnership Action Plan 2008-2011
2010/11 Updated Plan
Background
The Leicestershire Rural Strategy (2007-2014) was launched in July 2007. The strategy provides a broad strategic framework for members of the Leicestershire Rural Partnership to co-operate on service delivery and project development in the interests of Leicestershire’s residents and communities. The full strategy can be downloaded from www.oakleaves.org.uk.  

This three-year Action Plan builds upon the strategic framework and provides detail on priority actions to be delivered between April 2008 and March 2011. Activity has been developed against the five strategic objectives and sub-priorities from the Rural Strategy.
The plan is a working document and will be periodically amended to reflect changes agreed at the LRP Management Board or future project developments overseen by the LRP Strategy and Performance Group.
Yearly Priorities
We are now in the final year of the three year plan, in terms of securing high priority activity and developing new activity in-line with the Rural Strategy, Local Area Agreement 2 (LAA2) and Strategic Commissioning Framework for Economic Growth 2010-2013, the following actions have been identified as key for the coming year.

· Delivery against existing LRP projects, including SRIP funded programmes e.g. IN.SPIRE and Vibrant Villages. 
· Refresh Leicestershire Rural Strategy and ensure that rural elements are included within SCS refresh and Economic Commissioning Plans. 
· Work with the Better Places team to identify additional funding to support public realm and business support activity within the Market Towns. 

· Develop Food and Drink Sub-Regional Strategy and associated activity.

· Secure high priority ‘at risk’ activity – mostly due to short-term funding and public sector deficit management
· Consider exit strategies for Access to Services activity, with LAA2 and Vibrant Villages both in their final year. 

Monitoring
It is proposed that the Action Plan is reviewed annually and a detailed report presented to the Management Board. Projects funded through the LCC Rural Budget will continue to be monitored quarterly and reports will be presented to the Board at each meeting. 
Strategic Objective 1: Stronger Communities 

	Priority Action
	 Measures 2009/10
	LRP Lead
	Achievements 2009/10
	Measures 2010/11 

	1.1 To develop social capital within rural communities by empowering local people to have a greater voice and influence over decision making, and a role in planning the future of their communities, including through effective and inclusive community participation processes.

	Support community planning and place shaping in rural areas.

	15 Parish Plans complete                        10 new consultations                                   3 Village Design Statements                             3 other community consultation exercises                                                          15 Projects achieved from completed consultations.                                  Community cohesion and social capital enhanced in 15 communities 

	Rural Community Council
	11 Consultations completed 
3 Village Design statements have been completed

54 Community led planning project groups have received advice. 

LAA Stronger communities funding secured to enhance the coverage of the project.
Planning for Real ® and other more interactive methods of consultation more regularly used. Increased work with young people, schools and parents.  

A seminar was held in March when 100 delegates had the opportunity to discuss affordable housing, climate change, the personalisation programme and Quality Parish Councils.

	Number of local consultations supported (including parish plans). 
Number of local projects / solutions supported as a result of consultations. 

	Support communities to resolve local issues through Community Forums and service co-ordination events

	5 service coordination events held
Community Forums meet at least 2 x per year
	LCC  - Community Forums
	81 forum meetings held

Since they started in January 2008, over 5,000 have taken part. Issues discussed include: services for older people, anti-social behaviour, eco-town proposals, grants, development plans, lorry routes, rural broadband provision, tackling crime, transport, housing, jobs, loan sharks, roads and community hospitals.

	27 community forums meet at least twice per year.

	Identify and promote funds to enable communities to deliver projects that meet local need.
	Development and promotion of funding toolkit, events held.

	LCC - Policy
	Leicestershire Funding Toolkit promoted across the County. 
Between April 2009 and March 2010, a total of 55 funding related queries were handled, over 70% were queries directly from community organisations based in and around Leicestershire County. 
	

	
	Allocate Community Forum budgets using a participatory process
	LCC – Community Forums
	Participative workshops held, attracting 1,000+ delegates. Funding now allocated or in process of being allocated.
	

	
	Deliver grants for small community organisations (including supporting grassroots programme)


	LCC - Policy
Voluntary Action Leicester & Leicestershire

	Leicestershire Together launched a Community Cohesion small grants programme in November 2009. 38 applications received. 12 have had funding approved totalling £5,220. 

Fully committed in 2009/10 - £247,000 for 47 projects.

Grants made available through LAA2 funding to Quality Parish Councils for work with young people.
	

	1.3 To facilitate volunteering in rural areas.

	Link to Stronger Communities element of the LAA.

	
	
	LAA funds commissioned funds to support NI6 % participation in regular volunteering. 
New Stronger Communities delivery plan developed for 2010/11, including projects around volunteering.

	Monitored through LAA and place survey. 

	1.4 To support Parish/Town councils and the Voluntary and Community Sector to ensure that they are in a position to facilitate and support the development of rural communities.

	Parish Council & Voluntary sector ICT support programme.
	10 New Parish Councils adopting use of websites.
140 website MOT’s conducted with 100 achieving minimum standard.
25 people attending training.
20 new Parish Councils using email.
	LCC - ICT
	15 New Parish Councils adopting use of websites.
168 website MOT’s conducted with 141achieving minimum standard.
34 people attending training.
17new Parish Councils using email.
	10 New Parish Councils adopting use of websites.
140 website MOT’s conducted with 100 achieving minimum standard.
25 people attending training.
20 new Parish Councils using email.

	1.5 To reduce vulnerability and reassure the public, reducing the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour, particularly in rural priority neighbourhoods, and improve the confidence in the criminal justice system.

	Work with Police / Safer communities theme to address anti-social behaviour and fear of crime in rural areas
	Establishment of County Inter-Agency Community Safety Bureau (ICSB) Employment of researchers.
	Leics Constabulary
	County Inter-Agency Community Safety Bureau (ICSB) currently funds 2 ICSB Analysts until March 2011.  

County partners all sharing Anti-Social Behaviour data.


	Force ICSB Development Manager post is to be discontinued with effect from 30-09-10.
County partners yet to confirm funding for Analyst’s beyond March 2011 and no decision yet on how the work of the ICSB Development Manager (including the operation of the ICSB Data Warehouse) will be continued when that post is made redundant.


	To develop stronger relationships with C&YP and the Youth services to ensure diversionary activities are adequate in rural areas


	Reduction in number of First Time Entrants (FTE) into justice system
Number of offenders in diversionary activities % reduction in FTE
	County YOS
	Recorded measurements circulated monthly to partners are only available at present from YOS which show for Leicestershire a 52% reduction since 2006/7(06/07- 1144 – 09/10- 482), 

	From July all youth services staff will be able to complete an online record of interventions to establish a more overall picture, this will enable mapping of the amount of youth service engagement, the location and be able to be overlaid with any changes in crime patterns. 

	1.6 To increase the number of villages and market towns with appropriate access to affordable rural housing.

	Continue to support the Leicestershire & Rutland Rural Housing Enabler
	7 Housing Needs Surveys completed.
50-60 Parishes actively involved in projects.
4 Exception Sites found with a willing vendor.
Funding for the LRRHE project secured annually.
	Midlands Rural Housing
	10 Housing Needs Surveys completed

50+ Parishes actively engaged in projects at various stages

6 exception sites identified  with a willing vendor

The funding has been secured to continue the LRRHE project in 2010/11

HCA funding secured for 44 units to be delivered 2010/11 - 35 of which were on site by the end of 2009/10.

The housing slump and recession meant that no homes were completed in 2009/10.


	7 Housing Needs Surveys completed.
50-60 Parishes actively involved in projects.
4 Exception Sites found with a willing vendor.
Funding for the LRRHE project secured annually.


Strategic Objective 2: Rural Economic Development
	Priority Action
	Measures 2009/10
	LRP Lead
	Achievements 2009/10
	Measures 2010/11

	2.1 To increase the number of businesses starting up, expanding and locating within the County, including through co-ordinated business support

	Business link advisors to work with rural businesses (including through start up programme / BTG / land based businesses)
	Number of rural businesses supported

Grant support

Capacity building of land based sector support
	Business Link
	36% businesses supported are in rural areas
	

	Provide information and support through the LRP business advice trailer / or other business events
	Point to Points                                          Local Agricultural Shows                      Royal Show                                          National Forest Woodfair                       Food and Drink Festival     
	LCC - Rural
	Attendance at NF Woodfair and Food Festival, Market Bosworth Market day, 2 x Local retailer events.
	NF Woodfair, Food Festival
2 x rural business events (through INSPIRE)
Creative Leicestershire Events

	2.2 To encourage entrepreneurial activity and development of emerging sectors of the rural economy

	Support for priority rural sectors including, tourism, leisure and recreation, food and drink, retail, arts and culture, knowledge based sector.
	Development of infrastructure grants programme 
Sector development activity supported
	LCC – Better Places 
	£400,000 capital secured for the next 3 years (through INSPIRE) for business infrastructure grants. 
20 sector related projects supported totalling £50,000.
	£150,000 capital grants invested in rural Leicestershire.
£150,000 private sector leverage

55 businesses supported to improve their performance


	To support development of sub-regional approach to food and drink
	Lead delivery of Leicester and Leicestershire Food and Drink strategy development on behalf the sub-region. 

Funding sought for co-ordinator post
Seek opportunities for food and drink sector businesses to benefit from INSPIRE Leicestershire and Vibrant Villages programmes, including capital funding support to rural businesses (e.g. farm shops, food retail, access to fresh fruit and vegetables etc).


	LCC – Rural Policy
	Funding for sub-regional F&D Coordinator secured.
Food and Drink aspirations embedded within Vibrant Villages and INSPIRE programmes, 
	Appoint sub-regional F&D Coordinator.

Ensure that rural F&D interests are represented within the Coordinator's workplan and sub-regional F&D Strategy and Action Plan.
Host rural business advice fair for food and drink sector businesses in autumn 2010

Support Taste LeicesterSHIRE - the Leicester and Leicestershire Food Fortnight (led in part by LFL)

Support development of the Food and Drink Directory 2010 (LFL)



	2.3 To support the development and creation of social enterprise in rural Leicestershire

	Develop partnership activity with Social Enterprise East Midlands (SEEM is the regionally funded provider of Business Support for Social Enterprises.)
	
	LCC / Business Link
	 
	Develop a closer working relationship with SEEM to enable better support for the development and establishment of social enterprises in rural Leicestershire. 

	2.4 To remove the barriers of economic participation, including through the provision of training and advice to develop skills and increase employment in rural Leicestershire for all age groups

	Support to the Multi Access Centre programme.
	Identify funding for co-ordinator activity. 
	Leicestershire and Leicester City Learning Partnership / LCC
	Funding identified through emda for a MAC Co-ordinator to facilitate the use of libraries as MAC centres. 
	Co-ordinator appointed
Training for library staff 

Launch in July 2010

Promotion of new service
6 main centres plus outreach through all libraries



	2.5 To support local producers and businesses to access markets for their product / activities.

	See section 2.2

	
	
	
	

	2.6 To increase the vitality and viability of towns and rural centres, including improving the quality of the public realm, providing a supportive business environment for enterprises, and raising their profile amongst residents and visitor

	Development of programmes in partnership with the Better Places Team and District Councils
	Successful BID areas
Public Realm activity
INSPIRE funding for town centre benchmarking sought. 
	 LCC / districts
	Hinckley has successful BID.
Small improvements were carried out in Syston and Thurmaston using Place Shaping funds and new street furniture has made an impact in Blaby Town Centre, together with banners in Hinckley.
Funding to roll-out town centre benchmarking to all 17 LAA centres Secured. 
	Melton Mowbray, Loughborough, Coalville and Market Harborough are working with emda BID academy with intention of going to a vote before March 2011.

Funding sought through emda and LAGBI for market towns programme. 

6 new centres to undertake town centre benchmarking toolkit. (£27,000 project funds for town centre partnerships.)



	2.7 Work towards improving the provision of quality employment land and premises across the county

	
	Funding sought for rural redundant building and workspace development grants.
	 
	Funding secured via INSPIRE (£400,000 capital grants). Grants up to £10,000 rural workspace and £24,950 for redundant buildings. 
	Number of work units supported. 

Investment in rural workspace and private sector leverage. 

	2.8 Increase the contribution of tourism and rural recreation to the local economy

	Ensure support for Visitor Economy through the INSPIRE.
	Funding sought for Visitor Development grant scheme as part of INSPIRE – to support accommodation, attractions, leisure and retail. 
	LCC – Better Places
	Funding secured 
Grant officer appointed

Criteria developed and launched
	Number of business supported.
Investment in visitor economy and private sector leverage. 

	Support Leicestershire Promotions to develop the tourism offer for Leicestershire and ensure that local businesses receive the optimum in support
	Ongoing support activities for rural tourism.
	Leicestershire Promotions 
	33 local businesses supported to improve their performance
20 county accommodation businesses and 10 county-based visitor attractions supported with their successful accreditation processes
Support for the creation of a ‘Tourists’ Gateway’ TIC at the new £7 million Himalaya visitor centre at Twycross Zoo, also a gateway to The National Forest.

Stay Play Explore generated over 5,645 bednights in 2009/10. 
Promote attractions and events through Go Leicestershire website. 

	Development of a sub-regional tourism strategy and action plan. 


	2.9 To support the role of market towns and rural centres to act as service delivery "hubs"

	Delivery of LAA2 Access to service indicators
	Number of passenger journeys on rural transport (excluding the hourly bus network) – 157,071
Satisfaction with market towns and village centres as good places to shop, visit and do business 62%
	LCC-Transport / Better Places
	155,806
Bi-annual survey – no measure for 2009/10
	158,611 passenger journeys (+3%)
64% (baseline 60%) – town and rural centre survey undertaken
town centre benchmarking rolled out to 6 additional settlements


Strategic Objective 3: Improving Accessibility and Information
	Priority Action
	Measures 2009/10
	LRP Lead
	Achievements 2009/10
	Measures 2010/11

	3.1 To develop an effective, integrated and economic transport network, in support of the Leicestershire Accessibility Strategy, that provides access to education, training, employment, health and food shopping locations along with leisure and social opportunities

	Improved access to education, training, employment, and food shopping
	4 new services per annum
	LCC-transport
	Complete. Four community  led Access to Work and training services delivered in Harborough, Charnwood, Hinckley & Bosworth and North West Leicestershire districts/boroughs. Wheels to Work also delivered.
	Access to work funding secured for 2010/11.

Wheels to work expanded to cover Harborough and Blaby (as well as Hinckley & Bosworth, North west and Charnwood). 

	To improve the coordination of access to health facilities, working with PCT and EMAS (including GP surgeries and hospital appointments)
	Establish partnership to deliver improved transport information.
	LCC-transport
	Complete.  Partnership established with Leicestershire & Rutland Community Health Trust. Improved information for community hospitals designed.
	Caroline the outputs and outcomes probably need retrospectively updating for last year

	To improve community transport information on-line
	Adopt A2B technology onto Leicestershire Villages website

	Accessibility Partnership
	
	Completed 2008/09

	3.2 To ensure that everyone who lives in a rural community is able to access key services, facilities and information through ICT development

	Develop, build and promote ICT (village and voluntary / public services) infrastructure across Leicestershire.
	20 new site administrators (as per volunteer agreement).

10 new area administrators taking on responsibility for managing and promoting Leicestershire Villagess (LV) in communities outside of their own.

10 New feature Champions (subject experts) to work with and assist administrators.

50% increase in use of electronic public and voluntary services.


	LCC - ICT
	20 new site administrators (as per volunteer agreement).

10 new area administrators taking on responsibility for managing and promoting lv in communities outside of their own.

10 New feature Champions (subject experts) to work with and assist administrators.

50% increase in use of electronic public and voluntary services.


	20 new site administrators (as per volunteer agreement).

10 new area administrators taking on responsibility for managing and promoting lv in communities outside of their own.

10 New feature Champions (subject experts) to work with and assist administrators.

50% increase in use of electronic public and voluntary services.



	3.3 To develop and improve the role that market towns and rural centres play, in serving and supporting their surrounding rural hinterland

	Support the new Better Places team and District Councils on improvement planning for market towns and rural centres.
	Investment plan prepared for all main towns by end financial year.
	LCC / Districts
	Investment plans prepared and priorities agreed with each District Council. Currently working to take these forward via core strategies and town centre masterplans. Some private sector led schemes are coming forward such as the Bus Station site in Hinckley and extension to the Belvoir Centre in Coalville.
	See Section 2.6 and 2.9.

	3.4 To develop a single 'gateway' so that everyone, including older and younger people, can contact key agencies for the first time or for assistance to wider issues that might impact on person's well being

	Now being taken forward via Total Place pilot. 
	
	
	
	 


Strategic Objective 4: Enabling Rural Services and Facilities
	Priority Action
	Measures 2009/10
	LRP Lead
	Achievements 2009/10
	Measures 2010/11

	4.1 To deliver services that effectively meet the needs of rural communities, by retaining and enhancing existing facilities and identifying new sustainable delivery mechanisms

	a) To deliver a minimum level of accessible, well-used and customer focussed services, based on geography and population for all rural communities in Leicestershire

	b) To support the development of appropriate new community facilities that address gaps in provision and contribute towards consistent access to services for rural communities

	c) To retain and enhance existing key services - schools, shops, pubs, churches, post offices etc - in rural communities by maximising useage and encouraging more effective joined up service delivery

	Deliver Vibrant Villages programme

(Improved sustainability of Post Offices and village shops.                 Additional services provided through existing community facilities)
	31 businesses assisted to improve their performance

6 jobs created or safeguarded

8 number of new community facilities / services

£100,000 private sector leverage


	LCC – Better Places
	18 businesses assisted

24 jobs safeguarded

7 jobs created 
6 new community facilities

£194,785 private sector leverage
	Jobs created / safeguarded - achieved

41 businesses assisted
40 people assisted in skills development

5 new community facilities

	Administer SHIRE Village Hall Grants (improving community facilities - village halls, sports and recreation facilities etc)
	100% of budget allocated to support and develop rural village hall facilities.
	LCC / RCC
	£64,918 was awarded to 14 projects.
	Allocated budget of £29,920 supporting 10+ projects to improve and develop village hall facilities.

	4.2 To ensure market towns and rural centres offer a range of facilities to visitors and the local population

	See Section 2.6 and 2.9
	
	
	
	

	4.3 To help create inclusive communities which provide a wide range of housing options and choice, and enhanced safety at home

	Work with LAA Housing group, MRH, districts and parish councils to champion affordable rural housing.

Also see section 1.6


	Ensure rural housing is embedded and considered within new sub-regional arrangements. 
	MRH / LCC / Districts
	Support and involvement with Strategic Housing Conference.

Linkages and input into RIEP housing project to ensure rural issues are included.

Representation on and input into housing groups and strategies.
	RIEP project development:
- development of a toolkit for members on affordable rural housing

- member awareness training programme

- work to influence local investment plan

- identification of planning policy constraints to - better facilitate rural affordable housing development




Strategic Objective 5: Countryside and the Environment
	Priority Action
	Measures 2009/10
	LRP Lead
	Achievements 2009/10
	Measures 2010/11

	5.1 Improve the quality of town and village centre environments, improve Leicestershire’s historic environment and its management, improve Leicestershire’s rural landscapes and their management, and increase the quantity, quality and management of, and access to, Green Infrastructure.

	Improving the attractiveness of market towns and rural centres
	Develop Shop Front Improvement Grant scheme
	LCC – Better Places
	Funding secured for 2010/11
	£20K ring-fenced for projects in main town centres
Additional funding for rural areas of up to £3K

	
	Administer Better Places – Place Shaping Fund. 
	LCC – Better Places 
	£250k projects delivered in 2009/10 mainly small scale public realm in Rural Centres and Market Towns, including Syston, Thurmaston and Melton Mowbray. 
	Secure funds for public realm activity within Market Towns and Rural Centres. 

	
	£100,000 historic building scheme in Melton (via PSiCA). 
£20,000 Historic Buildings Grant.

£50,000 environmental improvement scheme in Earl Shilton

£300,000 environmental improvement scheme in Earl Shilton


	LCC / Melton DC
LCC – Environmental action

H&BC, LCC Environmental Action and Highway Design
	Fully committed - 11 projects supported
Fully committed - 32 projects supported
Funding substantially spent on items like better seating, town centre signage and shop fron improvements

Detailed design work now underway

	£100K confirmed
£10K confirmed
 

	Improved public access to managed greenspace. 
	BV178 to 80% by 2010 Provide 5 kms of improved rural cycle routes by 2010. 

Completion of the 6Cs Strategic Green Infrastructure Strategy and Action Plan has provide an additional layer of information and guidance about greenspace provision and access
	 LCC – Env Mgmt
LCC – Env Mgmt
LCC – Stepping Stones Project
	Strategy and Action Plan prepared and endorsed by LCC Cabinet.  Funding bids submitted for Soar Valley, Charnwood Forest and Burbage Common

Stepping Stones walks leaflet (4 no) promoting local access to the countryside published
	Working with District Council Officers and their members to embed the strategy and action plan into planning policies.  Subject to availability of funding, implementing projects on the ground.

	5.2 Work with ENABLE to increase awareness of and response to the problems of climate change and support the implementation of a climate change action programme.

	Sign up to Climate Change Declaration and develop LRP Climate Change Action Plan
	Develop LRP Climate Change Action Plan (limited capacity to undertake)
	LCC - Rural
	Sustainability and environmental issues included within LRP projects as part of appraisal process.
	Complete

	Support rural communities to implement local climate change schemes.
	Develop Community Climate Change Project.
	RCC – with LCC Environmental Action Team support
	A number of communities supported including Sustainable Billesdon, Tilton Green and Kegworth Environmental Group.

Development of Climate Friendly Communities Grant scheme and Communities Cutting Carbon project (in partnership with de Montford).
Community Climate Change Officer appointed. 


	Work with 10 community groups on local projects to combat climate change / sustainable development
Climate Friendly Communities Grant launched (£50,000 to be committed inLeicestershire, Leicester and Rutland).

	Ensure that grant schemes minimise any negative impacts on the environment. 
	Grant criteria ensures minimal negative impacts on the environment.
	All
	Grant criteria includes using re-usable materials, low energy appliances and promoting local sources / produce where applicable.  
	complete

	5.3 Work with ENABLE to improve bio-diversity and nature habitats by supporting the implementation of the Biodiversity Action Plan.

	Support implementation of the Biodiversity Action Plan
	Co-ordinate implementation of the BAP
	L&RWT
	
	

	Administer SHIRE Environmental and FLAG Grants (Targeted quality of life improvements to community buildings, play areas, community gardens, wildlife sites etc)
And Stepping Stone Grants
	£330,000 available funding  for FLAG
£116,000 for SHIRE Environmental Funds
	LCC – SHIRE Grants
LCC Stepping Stones Project


	FLAG fully committed with 10 projects supported.

SHIRE Environmental fully committed with 23 projects supported.
16 Community Schemes and 3 Private ones assisted – totalling over £26,000
	£330,000 indicative funds for FLAG
£82,350 SHIRE Environmental funds

Stepping Stones grants for Community and Private schemes operating again

	5.4 Encourage the economic opportunities for diversification and provide the land-based sector with the potential to develop their knowledge and skills base.

	Support diversification opportunities via INSPIRE
	Develop grant support for diversification opportunities. 
	 LCC
	Capital grant funding secured for; redundant buildings, workspace development, tourism diversification and developing the equestrian sector. 
	See section 2.2.
 

	5.5 Support resource efficiency programmes, emphasising the economic benefits to rural businesses, and improve waste management.

	Local commitment to Anaerobic Digestion
	Funding administered for local feasibility studies into specific sites. 


	LCC – Environmental Mgmt
	1 feasibility study funded for a site in the Stoney Stanton – planning application now submitted. 

Other site developments being explored including 1 planning application approved at Huncote.
	

	See Section 5.9 re: wood fuels 
	
	
	
	

	5.6 Develop the under-valued economic potential of the countryside and environment by promoting the tourism, leisure and business offer.

	See section 2.8
	
	
	
	

	Support for the Leicestershire Equestrian Sector (including Leicestershire Equestrian Enterprise Partnership)
	Build links with Ride Welland and the tourism sector.
Develop equestrian support within Leicestershire. 
	LCC – Rural 
	Inclusion of equestrian sector within INSPIRE including capital grants and sector development activity.
£2,000 promotional support for LEEP members 
	Closer working with Ride Welland and NF in terms of enhancing equestrian contribution to visitor economy. 
Continued work with LEEP and other equestrian businesses. 

	5.7 Encourage volunteering in support of environmental improvement schemes.

	Network of well informed and trained community heritage wardens
	To support involvement of communities in environmental recording and awareness raising
	CHI runs to November 2008 with legacy continuing.

LCC H&NE Team
	
	

	Network of well informed and trained tree wardens with local support
	To highlights the benefits of trees
	Tree Council
	
	

	Country Parks volunteers
	To support conservation projects and awareness raising in Country Parks
	LCC Country Parks Team
	
	

	5.8 Encourage land management and agri-environmental schemes and ensure that the land-based sector captures the maximum support available.

	Management Agreements
	Support appropriate land management for sites
	LCC Env Action Team
	
	

	Support to L&RWT, BTCV, FWAG
	Suport action by the voluntary sector
	LCC Env Action Team
	
	

	5.9 Support the continued development of forestry related businesses within Leicestershire, including those relating to tourism, leisure, recreation and wood-fuel industries within the National Forest.

	Develop the woodland economy in and around the National Forest. 
	Implement Making Woods Work Programme within and around the National Forest. 

National Forest Woodfair
	National Forest Company
	£220K funding secured for Making Woods Work project over 3 years. 

Consultants to deliver the project in place.  

Successful Woodfair (LRP attended)
	2 x MWW events, attendance at other county shows.

50 Businesses supported to improve their performance

National Forest Woodfair. 
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